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Preface.

thor forbears to fay more, than that no pains
or diligence have on his part been omitted, to render
it worthy of the affiftance of thofe friends who have
honored him with their names on the prefent occafi-
on; nor,is he lefs imprefled with a grateful recol-
le€tion of the liberal fupport, which he has fo

repeatedly experienced from an indulgent public,

OF the work now offered to the public, the au-

WILLIAM FRANCKLIN.

CaLcuTTa,
September 1803,
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MEMOIRS

or

GEORGE THOMAS.

CHAPTER L.

INTRODUCTION.— MR. Tuowmas enlers tnto the Service of
ArrARANDAROW,—Repairs to Derui,—Account of ths
Enuvirons of that City.

IN the enlightened period of the nineteenth century, when the
world abounds in charaflers, as diftinguifhed for their abili-
ties, in every branch of fcientific, and ufeful knowledge, as emi-
nent for their courage and other perfonal qualifications, it may
afford :aatter for furprife, that an obfcure individual fhould
merit the attention of the community,—Yet, when it is con-
fidered that the fingularity of charafler, exhibited in the
fubjett of the prefcnt Memoirs, is rendered {lill more inter-
clting by his adventures, his talents, his fucceffcs, and his
misfortunes, detailed in the following fheets, it may not only
form, the belt apology for the compiler in fubmitting thefe
memoirs to the public view, but alfo, afford fome ulcful in-

firuflion to the reader.
). 4
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From the beft information, we could procure, it appears that
Mr. George Thomas firft came to Indiaina Britifh fhip of war,
in 1781-2. His fituation in the fleet was humble, having ferved
as a quarter mafter, or, as is aflirmed by fome, in the capacity

.of a common f{ailor.

Shortly after landing in the vicinity of Madras, the altivity of
his mind, overcoming the lowlinefs of his fituation, he de-

termined to quit the fhip, and embrace a life more fuitable to
his ardent difpofition,

His firft fervice was among the Polygars to the fouthward,
where hc relided afew years.—But, at length, fetting out over-
Iand, he fpiritedly traverfed the central part of the Peninfula, and
about the year 1787, arrived at Delthi.—Here he received a
commiffion in the fervice of the Begum Sumroo.—This Lady
is well known in the Hiflory of the Tranfaétions of Modern
Times. Soonafter his arrival at Delhi, the Begum, with her
afual judgement, and difcrimination of charaller, advanced him
to a command in her army. From this period his military

career in the north welt of India may be faid to have com-
menced,

In various,and fucceffive altions againft the Seiks, and others
of the Begum’s enemies, Mr, Thomas, by his courage and per.
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feverance, rendered her Authority refpefable. By thefe fuc.
cefles, he obtained a confiderable influence over the mind of his
mifirefs, and was, for fome time, her chief advifer and coun-

fellor*

But, unfortunately for the mutual interefts of both parties,
after a rcfidence of fix, or feven ycars, Mr, Thomas had the
mort.fication to find him{elf fupplanted in the good epinion of

the Begum. His authority was affumed by a more fuccefsful

rival,

This conduét in the Begum, exciting muchanimofity and many
heart burnings between the two rival Commanders, Mr. Tho-
mas rcfolved to cmbark bis fortunes on a djfferent fervice.
~—TIc, therefore, quitted the Begum Sumroo, and, about 1792,
betook him{clf to the frontier Station of the Britifh Army, at

the pcl! of Anopfhire,

Here he waited feveral months, in the expeflation of re-

¢ Among other brilliant als, performed by Mr. Thomas, during his fervice with
the Begum, was the circumflance related in the Hiftory of Shah Aulum, The Compiier of
thefe Memoirs did not know, at the time, that Mr, Thomas wasthe Officer who com-
mand.d the party. But that Gentleman, during his Refidence at Benares, communicated
- detail of the affair, which, with a flight variation, in a few particulars, happened asis

ftated in the printed Work, See the Hift, of Shuh Aulum, page 167 ¢t feq.
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ceiving overtures for employment from fome of the Native
Powers; Me was not deceived in thefe expeflations. In the
beginning of the year 1793, Mr. Thomas, being at Anop-
thire, received letters from Appakandarow, a Mahratta Chief,

conveying offers of fervice, and promifes of a comfortable

provifion,

To comprehend the nature and ufe of Mr. Thomas’s fer-
vices, at that junture, it will be neceflary to rccur to the

previous fituation and profpeéts of Appakandarow.

This Chief had, formerly, been himfelf in the fervice of Ma-
dhajee Scindiah, who gave him the command of two Butta-
lions of Infantry, raifed and difciplined by the celebrated Ge-
neral Duboigne—In return, for Appakandarow’s fervices,
Scindiah had alfo, fublequently entrufted to his management,
the diftrils of Gualier and Gohud., Thefe, for fome
time, he condufled with fuccels: but having, in the year
1790, invaded Bundlecund, and being unfuccefsful in his ope-
rations, he was compelled to contra&t debts to a confiderable
amount. This irregular and improvident conduét, occafioned,
firft, his removal from command, and afterwards, his difmiffion
from Scindia’s employ.—Of a haughty and impatient f{pirit,
Appakandarow ill brooked this humiliation, and, from that
time, fought, by his own exertion, to eftablifh an indepen<
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dency. It was, at this period, he was joined by Mr. Thomas,
who had with him 250 cavalry, chofen men, and of tried va.
lour on feveral occafions,

This acceflion of force was highly acceptable to the Mar-
hattah Chief; he was, at that time, unable to keep under fub-
je€tion feveral diftriéts, which, on account of his ill {uccefs,
had rebelled againft his authority, and withheld the payment
of their accuftomed tribute,

Mr. Thomas was now direfted by Appakandarow to raife a
battalion confifting of 1000 men and 100 cavalry.—For the
maintenance of this force, he afligned to him the pergun-
nas of Thajara, Thopookara, and Ferozeepoor. They are all in
the Mawatty diftri@, fituated to the fouth weft of Delhi.-—
Thofe diftri€ts had, fome years preceding, been in a flate of re-
bellion, nor was Appakandarow able to reduce them to fub-
miflion. The inkabitants, when alarge force was fent againft
them, ufually took fhelter in the mountains : but when the force
was inferior in numbers, by uniting, they proved vi€torious. With
cavalry, likewile, they, committed depredations in every di~
reftion. Thefe excefles, naturally rendered the Mahratta Chief
anxious of transferring the diftri@ts to any perfon who would
exert himfelf to prevent their plundering the induftrious peafants.

Mr, Thomas's agreement with Appakandarow was, that he fhould-
B2
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balance accounts every fix months: Thefe terms having been
agreed on, as an affurance of confidence, he prefented Mr.

Thomas with two guns, fomeammunition, and a few bullocks.

The ncceffary arrangements having been made, Mr. Thomas
prepared to march, and take poffeffion of the lands aforemen-
tioned. He was however ftopped by accounts, difpatched by
Mr. Perron, announcing the death of Scindia,

The march thus poftponed, Appakandarow repaired to Delhi to
.guard againft an apprehended commotion in that capital. On
their arrival at court, Appakandarow, and other Chiefs, among
whom was Mr. Thomas, were honoured with XK/hzlluts, fimilar
prefents were likewife given for Dowlut Row Scindia, who had
mnow fucceeded to the poffeflions of his deceafed uncle.

The mention of Delhi, affords an opportunity of prefenting
the reader with an account of fome remarkable buildings, which
Jtand without the precinfts of the new city, and have hitherto
efcaped the obfervation of travellers. They were obtained by
the Compiler of thefe Memoirs during a vifit to this celebrated

«ity, in 1793.

We come next, to the tomb of Humaioon, the fon of
Baber, fecond of the imperial Houle of Timoor, and memora.
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ble for a checquered life of alternate profperity and misfor.
tune.—He died Anno Hijerah g63, and the maufoleum was
ere@ted by his fon, the famous Akbar, onthe weftern bank of

the Jumna, in the city of old Delhi,

The building is fituated in the centre of an ample terrace,

of red flone, two thoufand feet incircumference.

Upon this terrace, rifes the maufoleum of folid red ftone.
It is of acircular form, {furmounted by a flupendous dome of
-white marble, Confpicuous from its dimenfions, thisdome
is feen at a great diftance.—Four Minarets, of red and white
marble, fupport the extremities of the building.—Thele are
crowned with oftagon pavilions of red flone, having marble
cupolas.—I judge the height to beabout a hundred and twenty
feet. A winding flair-cale, of rcd flone, leads to a terrace,
which encircles the exterior of the dome: Hence you have

a noble profpeét, both of the old and new Delhi,

‘The principal room below, is paved with large flabs of
white marble. It contains the fepulchre of Humaioon, of the
common fize, but elegantly decorated with chiffel work., It
bears no infcription; adjoining to this room, are other apart-
ments, in which are interred feveral Princeffes of the Houfe of
Timoor,
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Upon the terrace aforementioned, are the graves of five
Princes of the Royal Family, viz. Darah Shekoah, who was
put to death by order of his brother Aurungzebe. 2d.
Mooizaddeen or, Fehandar. gd. Shah Furrukleir put to death
by the Seyuds. 4th. Beedar Bukht. sth. Azim Shah, fon
of Arungzebe; near them is the grave of the late Emperor,

the fecond Aulumgeer.

About two hundred yards from the maufoleum of Hu.
maioon, 1is that of the famous Khan Khanan, Prime Minif-
ter of Jehangeer, and fon of the renowned Byram Khan,
memorable for contributing, in fo great a degree, during
the fuccefive reigns of Humaioon, Akbar, and Jehangeer,
to eflablith the Houfe of Timoor on the throne of Hindoftan,
The tomb refembles, both in thape and fize, that of the Na-
waub Sufdar Jung. The fine marble covering however of the
dome, as well as the inlayings of the Minarets, andthe gate-

ways, have been dilapidated.

The generous mind cannot, without indignation, perceive:
the ravages, which, the different invaders of. Hindoftan, have
perpetrated upon thefe magnificent remains of departed
grandeur. But what fhall we fay of thofe now living* who for

# Toevery one at Dclhi, it is notoricus that a Prince, of the Houfe of Timoor now

Yiving, has aually fold the marble of this tomb, for twen'y five thoufand rupees. .
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the paltry confideration of a few thoufand rupees, firip the
venerable fhrines of the fervants of their departed anceflors,
and, by robbing the dead of what gratitude or affeftion had
beftowed as a parting teltimony, acquire thereby, a partial, and
difgraceful opulence.

A mile to the fouthward of the new city, are the remains
of the fort, palace, and mof{que of the Patan Emperor, the
ift. Feroze. Thele ruias embrace a confiderable extent,
The walls of the fort, are of immenfe thicknefs, and the
prodigious quantity of granite, with other ftones, f{pread in
heaps over the whole of the interior of the inclofure, denote
it to have been a grand and fplendid edifice,

This fort was built Anno Hijirah 755, and was deftroyed by
the Mogul conqueror Timoor, in his invafion of Hindoftan,
Toward the centre of the place, is a building, of an ancient
ftyle, flinked with round pillars, and crowned with turretts
of three flories. At the top of this building, on an ample
terrace of ftone, about forty feet in height, is a column of
brown granite. On this column is an infcription, in thean-
cient charaller, beforementioned, as difcernable on the
pillar in the fort of Allahabad, and compofcd of the fame
materials. This pillar is called, by the natives, Feroze Cote-

lak, the ftaff of Feroze, and from the conftruftion of
¢
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the building, on which it is placed, I fhould conjefture it
has been a monument of Hindoo grandeur, prior to
the irruptions of the Muffulmans. Adjoining to the cote-
lah, is a very large building differing in the ftyle of its
archite@ure, from thofc mofques, built fubfequent to the
eftablifhment of the Moguls. This mofque is fquare, has
four extenfive aifles, or cloifters, the roofs of which are
flone, and fupported by two hundred and fifty columns of
ftonc, about fixteen feet high. The length of the cloifters
gives a grand appcarance to the building. An oftangular
dome, of ftone and brick work, about twenty five feet
high, rifes from the centrc of the mofque. In the weftern
cloifter, is a kibla, or niche, in the wall, in the diretion
of Mecca. Ofthis mofque, the Emperor Zzmoor took a niodel,
and carrying it with him on his return to Samarcand his
capital, accompanicd at the fame time by artificers and
workmen of every defcription, he fhortly after his arrj-

val, built a magnificent temple.

In the northern aifle of this molque, at the upper end,
is a {mail window, from which was thrown the body of the
late Emperor the fecond Allumgeer, who had been affuflina-
ted at thc inftigation of his Vizier Gaziodeen Khan. The
aflaifins werc two Mohomedan devotees;, whom he had

vifited under the pretext of their working miracles, The
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bedy  of this unfortunate Prince, unburied, for two days lay
on the fands of the Jumna. At laft it was taken up by
permifiion of Gaziodcen, and interred in the fepulchre of
Humaivon, To me it appears that the ftyle of building,
in this mofque refers to a period in the architetture of Hin-
dooftan prior to the Mogul conquefts, The mofque at
Paniput, ercficdd by the Emperor Baber, may be looked
upon as the model of all the fucceeding Mogul buildings.

A
COOTTUB MINAR.

Nine mrles fouth of Dethi is the celebrated column, defignated
Coottub Minar, fituated ncar, and deriving that name from the
tomb of Khaja Cuttubadeen.—Ilis difciple, Shemfadecen, of the
fumily of Ghazi, cre€ied this column, Anno Hijira 770.—Shem.
fadeen defigned that this pillar and another fimilar one, {liould
have marked the entrance of a magnificent molque. It was
begun upon the ruins of a Hindvo temple,  MHaving
fiifhed this pillar, and parts of the buildings adjacent,
Shemfadecn’s premature death, prevented the completion
of a work, which would have been one of the mnit magnificent
in the world.  The whole was intended as a menument to per-
petvate to pollerity the triumph of Mahomedan faith over

that of Brimha, The column has a moft ftupendous appear~
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ange, Conceive a fhaft of fixty feet diameter, compofed partly
of ¥ed flone, partly of white marble, rifing to.the height of
two hundred and fifty feet.

Afcending this pillar, relief is afforded by four projefting
galleries of red ftone. Tapering toward the fummit, it was
crowned with an oftagon pavilion. I imagine this pavilion
would have contained at leaft, a dozen perfons. Each of the
galleries are moft richly tho’ differently ornamented. The
column is relieved, and rendered frikingly bold, by convex
and angular projeflions.,

Within this grand tower, is a circular flair.cafe of thrée
hundred and eight fteps of red flone. There are, at intervals,
landing places which communicate with windows, From the
oftagon, on the fummit, the view is firikingly grand. Looking
from fuch a height, the mind is imprefled with fenfations of ad-
miration and of awe. Infcriptions in feveral parts, twelve inches
in breadth, embrace the column. ‘Thefe contain verfes from
the Koran, in the Arabick charafter. The galleries are fup-
ported by fculptured ornaments, of which the richnefs is greatly
heightened by a profufion of frieze work.

This defcription of the Coottub Minar, with the engraving 8

. ® For this I am ind. b ed to the kindnefs of Licutenant Macdong:l of Engineers, from
whofs f&k.tch, on the fpot, it has been engraved,
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fhewing the veftiges of the ruins which furround it,
will I doubt not incline the reader to think with me that they
are obje@s to a traveller, perhags, cquafly interefting as any
in the world ; and, thro’the eaft, are not to be found, more im-
preflive memorials of its ingenuity, its magnificence, and its
grandeur,
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CHAPTER 1II

Mr. Tuowmas marches towards his new Purgunnahs.—
Military operations.—Intrigues of Begum SoMRrR00.—She 1s
depofed.— Dcath of Levasso.—Altercation betwixt Mr. Tuo-

MaAs,and ArrAKANDAROW.—O.curences.

HAVING remained fome time at Dclhi, it afforded Mr.
Thomas the opportunity, of recruiting his forces, to 700.
men, with this reinforcement, he prepared for his deparwure to.
the diftri@ts, which had been afligned to him by Appakanda-

Iow.

To the accomplifhiment of that purpofle, a new obftacle a.
rofe,—unable to pay his troops, they became mutinous, and
plundered the adjacent country. This conduét, difgufting
Appakandarow, produced high words between him and Mr.
Thomas. The difputc after much altercation, ended in a
compromile, by which Mr, Thomas received the fum of 14,000
rupees, and an aflignment, for the reft of his claims. The

Jatter, however, was never {ulfilled.

In the march towards his diflri@s,. Mr., Thomas retaliated
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upon the Begum Sumroo, whom he now confidered his biwter
enemy, laying under contribution, that part of her country,.

which came within his route,

Arriving at Goorath, a large and populous village, he im-
pofed heavy contributions. Thefe -amounted to a confiderable

fum, He found here, allo an- ample fupply of bullocks and

forage.

Continuing his march, after a long and tedious days joun
ney, he cncamped near the town of Tejara, a place in
the center of the Mewattee diftri,—The night was dark
and rainy. This and the extreme fatigue of the foldiers con-
fpired to render fuccelstul =2n attempt which the Mewattys
made, and they carried off a horle from the very centre of

the camp.

In the morning, a party was detached to difcover the village
to which the horfe had beea conveyed,  The party had not pro-
cceded far, when they were attacked, and obliged to retreat.
Orders were then given for the cavalry to advance, and cover
the detachment. And Mr, Thomas him{clf leading the infan-
try, haftily marched, and with kis collefted force, attackcd the

enemy at the village, to which, it appears, the horfc had been .
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carried. By this time they had aflfembled and became formida-
ble. The centre divifion of Mr. Thomas’s troops, in a fhort
time, fet fire to the village, and there feemed no doubt of a
complete viGory, when the divifions on the right and left giving
way, fled with precipitation. The wounded left on the field,
were even at this crifis of the .aétion cut to pieces by the
enemy.

The center divifion, under the fpecial command of Mr.
Thomas, now following the example of their brethren, left him

of his troops, only a dozen infantry and a few cavalry.

Thus difcomfited and vexed by the unfteadinefs of his troops,
Mr. Thomas as a laft refort, encouraged his fmall party, to exert
themfelves in extricating a nine pounder, which unfortunately,
previoully to the battle, had .fiuck in the bed of a nullah. In
this he had juft fucceeded, when the enemy, as certain of vifto-
ry, recommenced a furious attack, and endeavoured to feize the
gun.

The commandant of cavalry, a man of diftinguifhed bravery,
ftill adhered to Mr. Thomas, and defperately with a few others,
threw himfelf between the gun and the enemy.—They were cut
to pieces, but the gallant effort afforded time to re-mount and
oppofe awell directed fire of grape from the nine pounder.—This
fawed Mr, Thomas and the .brave few of his furviving party.—
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For, after the difcharge ofa few rounds, the enemy retired to the

furrounding ravines,

Mr. Thomasnow colleted the fugitives, who with his veteran
party, formed a detachment ofabout g3oo men.—With thefe he
unconcernedly challenged the enemy to a renewal of the com-

bat, which they, now, as cautioufly declined:

In its firft view fo difaftrous, this ation, by the dread it fpread
among the enemy, proved highly fortunate.—Great as was Mr.
Thomas’s lofs of brave and attached {oldiers, that of the Mu-
watty’s was infinitely more confiderable.—The immediate confe..
quence was an overture, on the part of their chief of terms, which
fhortly ied to an amicable adjuftment.—They agreed to pay Mr.
Thomas a year’s rent, and to reftore to him the property that
had been ftolen.—The performance of thefe articles was guar-

ranteed by fecurities.

The punifhment of this village the ftrongeft in the whole dif-
tri€t, ana itsinhabitants the moft refrattory, was highly favourable
to Mr. Thomas’s intereft; the more fo as in a preceding cam-
paign, the wholeforce of Begum Sumroo had been in vain exer-
ted to reduceit. Mr. Thomas next prepared to march againft
the remaining diftri€ts which were ftill in rebellion; and hav-

ing recruited his force for this purpofe he was ordered by Ap-
D
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pakandarow to affift the colletor of the diftri€t of Kifhna-
ghur.

Convinced by experience that vigorous meafures, could
alone enfure fuccefs, Mr. Thomas, marched towards the re-
fraftory villages, of which having gained poffeflion, they
were quickly confumed by fire,

An example fo fevere, deterred others from purfuing a fimi.
lar condu&. Of thefe, the moft confiderable was the town of
Jyjur, which, however fubmitting onthe approach ofthe troops,
oppofition was at an end and Mr. T homas returned to Tejara.

. *

On the fubmiffion of Jyjur, Appakandarow, gave Mr. Thomas
an order for a fupply of money upon the colletor of that place.
The colleftor endeavoured to evade payment by reprefenting
that the diftrefled fituation of Appakandarow (whole troops had
juft mutinied for want of payment of their arrears,) required
every rupee that could be raifed; in confequence, Mr. Thomas
muft for the prefent difpenle with payment. This, he obferves
was true but his people being in diftrefs, to provide a remedy,
he marched to Behadurghur, in order to raife by contribution
the neceflary {upplies,

In his route, the fmall villages were found to be deferted and
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the large ones increafed with numbers of armed perfons. By
this time, Mr. Thomas’s troops thinned by frequent defertions
amounted only to 300 men, but thefle, had they been foldiers
accuftomed to difcipline, would {till have been fufficient to an-
fwer the purpofe of complcting the reduétion of the rebellious

Zemindars,

Arriving at Mundaka, the Zemindars of which place had been
the original caufe of the mifunderftanding betwixt Appakandarow
and Mr, Thomas, were found ready for the combat; Mr, Tho-
mas therefore, tho’ with a force {o inconfiderable, hefitated not in
making an immediate attack ; in this he was {uccefsful, and hav-
ing defeated the enemy, he found in the place plunder to the

amount of four thoufand rupces.,

During thefe tranfu@lions, the Begum Sumroo, and the
Marhatta Governor of Delhi, jealous of the alcendancy Mr.
Thomas had acquired, fent a force to watch his motions; for
the prefent he thought the moft prudent method to efcape obferv-
ation, would be, by removing to a diftance, and his new levics
being now complete, he marched directly back to the town of

Tejara.

Atthis place Mr. Thomas reccived 2 letter from Appelandarow

who was ftill detained in the fort of Kotepootly by the mutinous
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ftate, of his troops. His fituation had been rendered thus un-
pleafant by the intrigues of Gopaul Row, Scindia’s Comman-
der inchief. That chiefhad written letters to the principal fir-
dars in the army, promifing them payment of their arrearg
provided they would deliver up Appa as a prifoner. He fur-
ther obferved that he had but too much reafon to imagine the
firdars would yield a ready acquiefcence to this offer; thatdif-
treffed for provifions, and having his family with him, if Mr.
Thomas could not come to his affiftance, he muft ultimately be
compelled to throw himfelf on the mercy of his enemies;

On receipt of this letter, although it rained heavily and the day
was far advanced, Mr: Thomas, without hefitation fet off ; he
marched all that night and the beft part of the enfuing day and
night through a conftant and heavy rain. About 2 o’clock in
the morning he arrived at the fort of Kotepootly. The inceffant
rain prevented his having any oppolfition from the enemy without,
and he encamped under the walls of the fort. The communi-
cation was thus happily opened, and provifions being fent in,

plenty fucceeded to the {carcity before experienced.

Mr. Thomas, aware that the force of the mutinecrs would
daily become augmented, recommended to Appakandarow to
evacuate the fort and retreat to Kanond. In the mean time he
advifed that letters fhould be written to Scindia, to deprecate



A. D. 1794.] GEORGE THOMAS: 21

the refentment of that Chief. Approving of Mr. Thomas’s pro-
pofal, Appakandarow appointed the enfuing day for the accom-
plifhment of his purpofe, and the bufinefs was condutted with
fo much fecrecy and addrefs, that until the moment of departure
every one feemed ignorant of the intended movement. At the
appointed hour, Appakandarow, attended by a few perfons who
ftill adhered to him, came out of the fort of Kotepootely with
his family and effets ; he was received by Mr. Thomas and
placed in the centre ofa ftrong detachment, who formed around

him and commenced their march.

Ir order to protett the ba g;gage, Mr. Thomas with the remain-
der of his force remained behind for a fhort time, but the encmy
now appearing prepared to purfue the detachment with deter-
mination to refcue Appakandarow, Mr. Thomas without further
delay joined that chicf, they had not proceeded far when the
van of the enecmy made their appearance. Mr. Thomas as the on-
ly means of infpiring confidence, recommended to A ppakandarow
to mount an elephant and {hew himfelf to the troops. The mea-
fure was inftantly adopted and attended with the happieft effeét,
for the enemy perceiving this reflolute conduét thought it moft
prudent to retire, and Mr. Thomas without further oppofition
conduéted his chief in fafety to Kanoond: Appakandarow, releafed
from his embaraflment was defirous of making a grateful return

for the fervicesthat had been rendered ; He adopted Mr. Thomas
D2
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as his fon, prefented him with the fum of 3,000 rupees to pur-
chafe an elephant and palankeen fuitable to the dignity of his
ftation, ordered him to encreafe his force 200 infantry and
as many cavalry, and finally, made over tohim in perpetuity the
diftri@s of Jyjur, Byree, Mandoté, and Phatoda, which yeild an

annual revenue of a lack and fifty thoufand rupees.

He was then difmifled by Appakandarow and direfted to com-
plete the arrangement of the remaining diftri€ts in the Mewatty

country.

This was become morc neceflary, a principal Zemindar by
name Gunga Bifhen and of the tribe called Akeer®, had not only
openly rebcelled but had made offers to Gopaul Row of furrender-
ingup the diftrik to Scindia; asanadditional inducement for his
acceptance, the rebel ftated that the real amount of the reve-
nues were much larger than what had been acknowledged by
Appakandarow and paid by him to Scindia as his lord paramount.
Appa being apprifed of this treacherous correfpondence direéted
Mr. Thomas without delay to march and attack the rebel. He,
on difclofure of his treachery fled to the mountainous part of
the Mewatty country and there fortificd himfelf. The orders
for the march had been kept a profound fecret in Mr. Thomas’s

® This tribe can bring into the field a budy of 14 thoulund mep.
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camp. Arriving {uddenly before the place, by a fuccefsful ftra.
tagem Mr. Thomas took Gunga Bifhen prifoner whom he fent to
Appa. Thefort was ftill maintained by his nephew, and a garri-
fon of 1000 men, they had abundance of provifions, ammu-
nition, and ftores of all kinds, the only inconvenicnce fuftained
by the inhabitants was a fcarcity of water. This article was not
to be procured within two miles of the place. Mr. Thomas in the
hope of compelling them to furrender, commenced a blockade
and the better to enfure {uccefs heconftrufied a chain of redoubts
round the fort,

Whillt employed in the ereétion of thefe pofts he had a narrow
efcape for his life; Retired to {natch an hour of fleep and refrefh-
ment {rom the toils of the preceding day, Mr. Thomas was
fuddenly awakencd n the night by the noife and f{houts of the
enemy; Repairing to an cnunence in the neighbourhood he had
the mortification to perceive that his own peogle had given way,
and the enemy were become mafters of a newly finifhed redoubt,
together with the arms and ammunition contained within; to add
to his diltrefls he perceived a party advancingto the place where
he ftood, unarmed and defencelefs, (the hurry of his buing awoke
not giving him time to fecure either piftols or fide arms, ){ortu.
nately however for ium, a faithful fervant had followed him with
his fword, which taking from the man’s hani ke prepared for his.
defence,
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From various quarters fpears were thrown, and matchlocks
fired at him but without effeét. Perceiving a ftand of colours
which his own men had left behind, he {tooped to pick them up
which the enemy oblerving, concluded -by the motion of his
body that he had been wounded; they rufhed on him in num-
bers and wounded him in feveral places. This compelled him to
relinquifh the colours and attack the enemy whom he foon
obliged to retreat; Mr. Thomas then afcended an eminence in
order to difcover if poflible the direction his own troops had
taken in their pufillanimous flight, but in vain. Faint from the
wounds he had received in the late encounter, he now re-
tired within his trenches and got them drefled. The feige of
the place advanced apace, and two mines having been {prung
with confiderable effeét, the garrifon capitulated.

During this feige, Mr. Thomas and his people had undergone
great hardfhip. Whilft the grain remained on the ground, he
was enabled to procure fupplies {rom the neighbouring country,
but the harveft being got in they were reduced to a fcarcity of
provifions. His own tent, the only one in the camp, was con-
verted into an hofpital for the fick and wounded, and the feafon
being fevere Mr. Thomas humanely fold his own horfes to pro-
cure blankets for the men,

Mr. Thomas next marched to Jyjur, on his arrival at that
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place the Zemindars who had revolted, nat chufing to canteft the
point, paid their rents, and the troops reccived their arrears.

Gopaul Row the Marhatta General, was about this time fu.
perfeded in his office of Lieut. General of the pofleflions of Scindia
in Hindoftan, Luckwah Dadah and Jigwah Bapoo were appoint.
to fucceed him. In this flate of Mr. Thomas’s aflairs, the army
of thefe chiefs arrived in the vicinity of Appa’s country. That
chief determined to pay his refpects, and for this purpofe, repaired
to their camp; at firft he was well received, but had not long re-
mained, when a fum of money was required of him under pretext
of payment of an old tribute due to Scindia, He was moreover
informed, that until this was paid, he would be detained in the

camp.

Unable to raife the fum demanded, Appakandarow was under
the neceflity of refigning the beft of part of his country into the
hands of Bapoo Farnevefe, who had been appointed by the ex-
prefs ordersof the Poona Government ; altho’ the fum required
was lefs than two lacks of rupees, and many perfons in Appa’s
family could eafily have afforded him affiftance in his diftrefs, not
a man was to be found who would now part with a rupee. The
diftrifts were therefore made over in mortgage ; and the fum, re-
quired by the Marhatta commanders, was advanced by Bagoo

Farnevefe,
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It was moreover ftipulated, that the troops kept up by Bapoa,
for the purpofe of colle&tion ; fhould be paid from the treafury
of Appakandarow. ¢ In fhort ( fays Mr. Thomas in terms of
* indignation) it was plainly to be feen, that whoever might
¢ hereafter, by chance of war, obtain poffeffion of the diftriéts
#¢ in queflion; it was evident, that by thefe conceflions, 4gsa,
* had for ever done away his ownright,”

Among thefe pergunnahs, were three in the Mewatty country,
which belonged to Mr, Thomas: The lofs. fo ism was fevere,
but as he obferves, with a confideration highly to his credit as a
foldier. “Ihad no caufe-for complaint when my Principal was
ruined.” After thefe tranfaltions, Mr, Thomas was direted to affift
the deputy, appointed by Appa, to collet the revenues of the re-
maining part of his country; a tafk of confiderable difficulty ; fince
the Zemindars, hearing of Appa’s detention in the camp, of . the
Marhattahs, had broken out into open rebellion againft his
authority. ‘To reduce them to obedience, Mr. Thomas marched
with about 800 men that remained after the heavy fervice he
had lately experienced; promptitude in planning, and vigor.in
executior, being ab{olutely neceflary, Mr. Thomas by his animated
exertions, in a very fhort time, captured feveral of the principal
places, fome by day affaults, and others by night,

Among others, the capture of Byrec appears interefling in_the
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narration. * In the fort (fays Mr. Thomas) exclufive of the gar.
s rifon, were 300 Rajepoots and Jauts, Thefe had been hired
s for the exprefs  purpofe of defending the place, and it was
¢ here I was in the moft imminent danger of lofing the whole of
“ my party., We had ftormed the fort and were beat back with
“ lofs, one of my Sirdars was wounded, and from the confufion
* that occured, left behind in the hands of the enemy ; the danger
 was every moment increafing, the town wason a fire in feveral
¢ parts, and ourretreat nearly cut off by the flames that furrounde

¢ ed-us,

In this fituation, we had the additional mortification to
¢ perceive the mercilefs enemy feize on the wounded officer,
“ and, with favage barbarity, precipitate kim into the fire;
“ Equally animated, as enraged, by this {pettacle, my troops
¢ now rufhed forward to the attack, with an ardour that was
« jrrefiftible. Having gained intire poffeflion of the fort,
% the foldiers with clamorous expreflions of revenge, infifted on
¢ the death of every one of the garrifon that remained, and I
*¢ was not inclined to refufe ; but it coft us dear, the enemy to a
-man made abrave refiftance. This conteft was continued fo
¢ long, as to afford time to thofe who had retreated, to return; by
¢ this means, we were again engaged, and at one time almoft
*-overpowered ;. but.receiving a reinforcement of our own party,
« the enemy, by flow degrees, began again to retreat ;.which they -
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« effeffed. 1 purfued with the cavalry; the enemy, once more
# made a fland in the jungles, adjoining the town; when, after a
¢ fecond defperate conflitt, they gave way -on all fides, and moft
¢ of them were cut to pieces,”

Scarcely however had Mr, Thomas completed the objeéts of
his march, when he received letters, from Appa, of a tendency
moft unpromifing; in thefe, Appa, after delcanting on his
finances, the low flate of which did not permit him to retain
‘longer, either Mr. Thomas, or his troops, recommended him to
difmifs his battalions, and repair to the head quarters, which

were now in the country of the Row Rajah.

In anfwer, Mr, Thomas ftated his utter impoflibility to dif-
.charge the men, without previous payment of their arrears. He
then marched to join Appa, and found that chief in the vicinity
.of Alwar; Appa, after expatiating on the ungrateful conduét
of thofe perfons who had enjoyed his confidence; informed Mr.
Thomas, in terms of apparent uneafinefs, that the Marhattah
.commanders, who had become acquainted with his influence, and
the part he had taken in the bufinels againft the mutineers, con-
fidered him as a dangerous perfon ; as one, who would, if occa-
fion occurred, at againft the interefts of Scindia himfelf, —They

had therefore requefted of him to dilcharge Mr, Thomas from
sthe fervice,
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This information however Mr. Thomas found to be incor-
reft; for ina conlerence he had with Luckwa on the following
day, that chief not only difclaimed all idea of difapproving M,
Thomas’s condu&, but even offered nim the command of 2000

men 1n the fervice of Scindia,

Mr. Thomas for feveral realons declined clofing with this
propofal ; the diftri@ts of Appa’s country were now in open re-
bellion, and, notwithftanding the prefent deceit on his part, Mr.
Thomas confidered himfelf under obligations which could not
be paficd over ; thatif he now quitted him, it would in all pro-
bability prove his utter ruin; he, therefore, refolved to adhere
to Appakandarow and endcavour to retricve his affairs,

Appa excufed himfelf for his latc condu&, and Mr. Thomas
now prepared for his march ; for the prefent he was interrupted
by a requeflt from Luckwato afford his affiftance in the reduttion
of a fort which had refufed to pay the uflual tribute. Mr,
Thomas with the confent of Appa, joined the forces of Luckwa

and commenced their march,

On their arrival before the place Mr. Thomas's poft was
affligned him, but his foldiers being now fix months in arrears
refufed without payment to proceed; in this exigency, Mr.

Thomas, to fatisfy their demands, was once more compelled to
Ea
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part with his property ; having done this, the foldiers returned
to their duty.

The enemy, in the hope of compelling the Marhattahs to raife
the fiege, had taken pofleflion of the ravines in the neighbour-

hood ; {everal {kirmifhes took place, with lofs on both fides,

A propofal was made by Mr. Gardiner the commandant of
a brigade of Scindia’s troops, to advance the fecond parallel :
a council affembled to confult on the moft eligible mode, but find-
ing this could not be effected without firft taking a redoubt which

lay in their front; No perfon appearing inclined to rifk the
enterprife, the council broke up.

On the enfuing day, Mr: Thomas, of his own accord, took
an opportunity, when the enemy were off their guard, to ftorm
the redoubt; repeated attempts were made by the enemy to re-
gain pofleflion, but he bravely maintained himfelf in it, till a

reinforcement arriving they gave up the conteft ; Mr. Thomas
immediately fortified the pot.

The parallel was advanced, and, the garrifon, perceiving no
chance of fuccour from without, the commandant negotiated,
and as a ranfom for the fort agreed to pay the fum of two

lacks of rupees, Mr: Thomas received a {ym fufficient to
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reimburfe him for the expences he had incurred and was then
dire&ed to return to his own diftri&&s. Soon after his arrival

he reftored them to order.

Mr. Thomas had by this time formed his men intoa regiment
confifting of two battalions ; Of thefle, one he detached to colleét

the revenues of the country, and with the other remained at Jyjur,

Duringthele tranlaflions, Begum Somroo, in whofe fervice
Mr. Thomas had formerly been employed, was now trying
every means in her power to effe€t his ruin; She had even gonc
fo far as to bribe the Marhattah officers to advife his difmiffion;
and a body of Marhattas having joined her army, fhe marched
from S7rdhannaher capital, and cncamped about 17 cofs fouth

eaft of Jyjur,

This condud@ in the Begum Mr. Thomas attributed to the in.
fluence of the officers in her fervice, and more particularly to
that of Levaflo, who not only commanded her troops, but had

lately rcceived her hand in marriage.

On every occafion, he was the declared, and inveterate,
enemy of Mr. Thomas; and had by his influence, wrought in

the Begum her prefent determination,

In the Begum’s army it was publickly aflerted, that their pre-
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fent deftination was againft Mr. Thomas, her force, confifting of
4 battalions of infantry, 20 pieces of artillery, and about 400 caval-
ry, was commanded by officers of tried and acknowledged abilities:
Mr. Thomas, having recalled the battalion that had been detach-
ed, had now a regiment confifting of 2000 men, 10 pieces of artil-

lery, 500 irregulars and 200 cavalry.

The diffenfions however that arofc among the Begum’s offi.
cers, not only induced her to relinquifh her intention of attack-
ing Mr, Thomas ; but ended in her imprifonment, and the total
fubverfion of her authority. The caufe of thefe diffenfions

muf} now be traced to its fource,

Levaffo who had the chief command of the Begum’s army was
jealous of the authority of Legois. This man is a German, and
fo named from Lzege, the place of his nativiiy. He had been
many years in habits of intimacy and friendfhip with Mr. Tho-

mas, and on the prefent occafion, had ftrenuoully diffuaded the
Begum from the propoled hoftilities.—This conduét, having
givenumbrage to Levaflo, he by his influence with the Begum,
procured Legoi’s degradation ; and to render his difgrace the more

mortifying, his place was given to a junior officer.

A condu& {o inconfiftent and unjuft, difgufted the foldiers,
who for many years, had been commanded by Legois, with whom
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alfo they had often fought and conquered; They remonfirated,
but in vain, againft the meafure, finding there was no hope of
altering the Begum’s refolution, they fuddenly broke out into
open mutiny. Theyinvited Zufur Yab Khawn, the fon of the
late Sumroo, by aformer wife, who then refided at Delhi to be.
come their commander. Inreturn, they promifed to feat him
on the mufnud.—For this purpofe, a deputation of the army, in
fpite of all the exertions of the Begum, repaired to Delhi,
and folemnly tendered him the command, Zuffur Yab Khawn,
fearful of the intrigues of his mother in law, at laft confented.
To relicve his apprehenfion, the deputation, in the name of the
army, took an oath of fidelity to him on the fpot.

On the firlt intelligence of the confpiracy, the Begum, and
Levaflo, with a few of their old fervants, prepared for flight.—
It was their intention, to have proceeded diretly to the Ganges,
and to feek refuge, in the country of the Vizier Afuph ool Dowla.

In this refolution however, they were unfortunately intercep-
ted. A party of cavalry which had been detached by Zuffur Yub
Khawn, on the firft intimation of their flight, overtook and
furrounded them, at the village of Kerwah, in the Begum’s Jaghire,
4 miles diftant from her capital; Previous to the commencement
of hoftilities, the commandant of cavalry, proclaimed a free par-

don and promife of their arrears to the {oldiers, who ftill adhered
F
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to the Begum, on condition, of their laying down their arms, and
delivering up the Begum and her hufband.

In the confufion that arofe, and before any refolution could
be taken, fome thot were fired, and a few men {lightly wounded ;
the foldiers, perceiving they had nothing to hope from the Be-
gum (who they knew only wifhed to gét away with her effefts)
openly declared themfelves for Sumroo’s fon. The infantry
then furrounding her palanquin, demanded her to furrender;
The cavalry, at the fame time {furrounded her hufband, who was
on horfe back; the Begum at that inftant, drew a poignard
from her fide, and running the point of ita crofs her breaft, drew
a little blood, but with no intention of killing herfelf; Her at-
tendants calling for aflitance, Levaffo hearing the tumult, de-
manded to know what had happened; he was anfwered, that
the Begum had killed herfelf; Twice, he put the fame queftion,
and receiving the fame anfwer, with great deliberation, he put
a piftol to his mouth, fhot himfelf, and immediately fell from his
horfe.— The villains, ( fays Mr. Thomas) who the preceding
day had ftyled themfelves, his flaves, now committed every a&,
of infult and indignity upon his corpfe!” For three days it lay ex.
pofed to the infults of the rabble, and was at length thrown
into aditch,

Mean while, Zaffur Yab Khawn, advanced to Sirdhanah whither-
the Begum had already been condufted a prifoner, and having
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affumed the government of the jaghire, tranquillity was foon
re-eftablifhed,

Freed from the apprehenfion of hottitilies, Mr. Thomas

now feduloufly employed himfelf in the arrangement of the
diftriéts.

Appakandarow, who during the late events had found means
to fow diffenfions between Luckwa and Bappoo Fernevefe, now
reaped the fruits of his addrefs. Finding thefe commanders at
variance, he prepared toreturn to Kanond; and while on the
march to that place, fent written orders to Mr. Thomas to difmifs
the collettors who had been appointed by Bappoo; and to rein-

ftate his own.

Mr. Thomas obeved, but Bappoo’s army amountingto 3,000
men, it coft thelives of many, to difpoffefs him.

This affair however, being at length terminated ; Mr. Thomas,
had the long expefted interview with Appa. They met at
Narnoul, a place which had that morning{urrendered to his arms.
Afier the ftrongeft expreffions of fatisfation, and of the fenfe he
entertained of his fervices; as proof of thofe {fentiments, Appa-
kandarow prefented Mr. Thomas, with an elephant, a palanquin,
{hawls, and other articles of value,.
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A reception fo cordial was highly gratifying, but its effec®
was foon diminifhed, when three days after, Appa demanded
thedelivery of a Bramin, in the fervice of Bappoo Fernevele,
from whom he intended to exaét a fine,

It muft here be remarked, that previous to the furrender of the
fort, this man, coming privately to Mr. Thomas’s camp, had
offered terms for the delivery of the fort; for himfelf and two
others, who accompanied him, as the reward of his treachery, he
required fecurity of life and property, to which, Mr. Thomas
yielded a ready affent,

Notwithftanding thefe aflurances, Appa, at this time, in want
of a fupply of money, infifted on his delivery, which Mr. Tho-
mas, for the reafons above ftated, as pofitively declined.

To convince Appa, of the jufinefs of his reafoning, Mr.
Thomas exhibited to that chief his own written orders, which
had been communicated at the commencement of hoftilities ; Thefe
pofitively fpecified, that the fervants of Bappoo or /is adherents,
who fubmitted, fhould not fuffer either in perfon or fortune, but
on the contrary were to be allowed, a fafe condut, and fuitable
efcort, to Mattra or Delhi,

In vain, Mr- Thomas fhewed this order, Appa continued
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inflexible, and contended moreover, thatas thefe people had-
formerly been in his own employ, he had on the prefent occa-:
fion a right to extort meney. On quitting the Durbar, the
Bramin informed Mr. Thomas, that he with others was wil-
ling to fettle accounts with Appa, and only required that
perfons of integrity fhould be appointed to infpeft them.
To this likewife Appa refufed his confent, adding, that if
Mr, Thomas {till hefitated to deliver up the people, his owm
confequence would thereby be leflened in the eyes of his army.
They parted, mutually diffatisfied with each other, to bring this
bufinefs toan iffue, Mr. Thomas fent a meffage offering to pro-
curea perfon, who, if the Bramin was liberated, thould become
refponfible for the adjuftment of the accounts. Appa, highly
enraged, and well knowing that the Bramin owed /:m nothing,
not only reje€ted this propofal, but declined all further inter-

courle,

A few days after this altercation, Appa fent a meflage to Mr.
Thomas defiring his attendance in the town, He went thither,
on his arrival at the houfe he was informed by the fervants that
Appa was unable to come down, Mr. Thomas, unwilling to give
any caufe for offence, ordered the foldiers who had accompanied
him to remain below, and afcending by himfelf, was, by a perfon
on whole attachment he could rely, introduced into his

apartment, to his no fimall furprife, that chief appeared in
Fe
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perfe& health, but of this Mr. Thomas took no notice, the
difcourfe concerning the Bramin was renewed, and fhort
ly after, Appa rifing from his feat told Mr. Thomas he
intended taking a f{light repaft, and would then return,
Scarcely had he quitted the room in which they fat, before
Mr. Thomas was furprifed by the appearance of feveral armed
men; He now began to fufpet fome treacherous attempt
againft his perfon might be intended, but, with that prefence of
mind which on trying occafions never forfook him, he continued
firm on his feat; Convinced, that if on this occafion, he had

retired, it would have afforded matter of triumph to his enemies.

In this fituation he remained until Appa returned to an ad-
joining room, from thence he fent Mr. Thomas a written order
immediately to deliver up the perfons in queftion, Mr, Thomas
perceiving matters were advancing to a crifis, and preferring
death to difhonor, rofe from his feat, and refolutely told the
perfon who had delivered the order, that he would never per-
form what was now required; without further difcuffion, he
entered the apartment of Appa, his fword being in his hand but
as yet undrawn; The Marhatta chief, on Mr. Thomas’s approach,
appeared hefitating and as if he was uncertain how to a&; Mr.
Thomas perceiving his confufion took this opportunity of
paying him the cuftomary compliment, and retiring unmolefted;
£ho’, fully determined to vifit him no more,
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On his arrival in the camp, Mr. Thomas difpatched his Dewan
to Appakandarow with the following meflage. That compelled
by a juit indignation againft the treachery of his proceeding, he
would no longer ferve him. In making this declaration Mr.
Thomas had the fatisfaltion to find, he was fupported by the
troops, who fired at the infult offered to a man, whom they o
highly refpefted, had declared with unanimous confent, that they
would remain no longer in the fervice of Appakandarow; Inti-
midated, by this {pirited refolution, Appa, now wifhed to com-
promile the matter ; He fent excufes to Mr. Thomas in miti-
gation of his treachery, and to enfure confidence came the next
day in perfon to the camp. Willing to forget the paft, Mr.
Thomas received his chief with relpe&, and matters having ence
more been placed on an amicable footing, Appa told Mr.
Thomas, that he had received letters from Bappoo Farnevefe
requefting the delivery of the perfons, who had occafioned the
differences, as a perfonal favour to Aimfelf. They were accord-
ingly fent off to Muttra, in the manncr propofed.

Mr. Thomas was now dircéted to repair to the Mawatty coun-
try, to collet the tribute that had become due. Taking leavec of
Appa, hein a few days arrived at Mewat ; His prefence at this
junéture, was the more neceflary, perpetual quarrels having
arifen between the colleGtors of Appakandarow, and thofe who
thad been recently nominated by the Marhatta commanders ;
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Mr, Thomas however by his altive and f{pirited condul on
this occafion, by punithing fome and conciliating others, at laft
brought matters into a favourable train of fettlement.—In the
courfe of thefe tranfattions he had been under the neceflity of
taking onc of the forts by florm, in which was found feveral
pieces of artillery, and an abundant fupply of bullocks and other
carriage cattle, Appakandarow, hearing of this capture claimed
as his right the artillery that had been found in the fort. Mr,
Thomas as ftrenuoufly infifted on its being the property of the
captors. Repeated altercations enfued, till at length, Appakan-
darow having fecretly gained over a body of Ghoffeins, who were
proceeding to their annual pilgrimage at Hurdwar, inftigated
them to the attack of Mr. Thomas’s camp.
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CHAPTER IIL

Deferiptive Account of the HuRDWAR, and of the annual Pilgre-
mage—MR. THoMAs defeats the GHOSSEINS—the diftritls of
PaxnNiruT and SoNEPUT are added to Mr. THOMAS'S
poficffions—account of the City of PANN1PUT, and of the
Canal of ALt MerDAN KnAN.

THE mountains through which the Ganges flows at Hurdwar,
prefent the fpcitator with the view of a grand natural amphi-
theatre, their appearance is rugged and deftitute of verdure, they
run in ridges and bluff points, in a diretion caft and weft; at the
back of the largeft range, rife, towering to the clouds, the
lofiy mountains of Himmalayzh, whofe tops are covered with
perpetual [now, which on clcar days, prefenta moft [ublime prof-
pett. “Their large jagged mafles, brokeninto a variety of irregular
fhapes. added to their ftupendous height, imprefs the mind with
an idea of antiquity and grandcur coeval with the creation, and the
eternal froft with which they are encrulted, appears to preclude

the poffibility of mortals ever attaining their fummit,

In viewing this grand {peftacle of nature, the traveller may

eafily yield his affent to, and pardon the fuperfitious veneration of
G
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the Hindoo votary, who in the fervour of his imagination, affigns
the fummit of thefe icy regions, as the abode of the great Mahadeo
or Firft cayfe, where feated on his throne of Ice, he is fuppofed to
receive thehomage of the {urrounding univerfe,

Hurdwar is a place of great fanftity, and rendered, memorable

for the pilgrimages made thither, from a remote antiquity,

About the latter end of March, and beginning of April, the
pilgrims from Punjab, Guzurat and the loweft parts of Bengal

aflemble in prodigious numbers:

In 1794 not lcfs than an hundred and fifty thoufand perfons
were aflfembled, though fourteen days were {lill remaining before

the pilgrimage would be completed.

BriMmua and Brsuun, or the CREaTiNG and PrRESERV-
ING powers, are the principal objefls of worfhip at Hurdwar.
The temple, fituated at the foot of the mountain is called Brim/ia-
koond, or the refervoir of Brimha, Hither the pilgrims refort,
and after purifying themfclves in the Ganges, they cut off their
hair and fhave themfelves. Thofe who die during the pilgri-
mage, are burnt on the banks of the Ganges, and their athes
thrown into the river,

"The pilgrimage to Hurdwar is eficemed of fuch confequence,
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as to be equivalent to that of Cafi (Benares) Puraug (Allahabad)
or Chillumbrum in the Carnatic, and a devotee who had vifited
this place may be excufed from going to any other, the remainder
of his days. This pilgrimage never fails to benefit the inhabitants
of Hurdwar, and the neighbouring villages; as out of the great
number who refort there at the annual period, all perfons are
obliged to pay a Dufloor, or tax to the Bramins and Chokeydars

of the villages ; this amounts to a large fum,

Exclufive of the profits before ftated, the Mahrattas receive a
tax upon horfes and camels coming to the fair, the former pay-
ing cight annas per head, and the latter fix annas; one half of
this impofl is levied at the village Joalahpore, and the remain-
der at the Iurdwar. ITackerys, or wheel carriages pay a tax of
cight annas, and the covered doolics for the women two annas;
There 1s likewifc a refoom (cuftom) upon the fule of horfes and
camels, on the former ten per cent. and the latter eight, which
is paid equally between the vender and purchafer. Another
mode by which the inhabitants enrich themfelves, is by raifing
the pri-eof grain, and articles of provifion, though upon the ba-
lance this is not much againft the vifitors, who bringing along
with them the produélion of their refpeétive countries, difpofe
of their goods to advantage at Hurdwar,

Hence this pilgrimage has been converted into a great fair,
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where all forts of merchandize from various parts of Hindooftan
are fold,

To Hurdwar are brought horles, camels, mules, cloths from
the Punjab, fhawls, fruit, faffron, mufk, Cathmerian wool, brafs,
and tutinague, cAerrufs, an intoxicating drug, which bears an ex.
ceflive price in Bengal ; fire arms from Lahore, and excellent
Perfian {cimitars; Thele feveral articles are bought, exchanged
and fold, and from the affemblage of people compofed of fo
many different nations, the place refembles a grand commercial
emporium; added to this, thofe Rajahs and petty chiefs, who vifit
Hurdwar from religious motives, being attended by their troops,
and their refpeétive fuits, contribute to accumulate the general
malfs, {o that all is hurry, buftle, noife and confufion,

But to return to our narrative after this digreflion. The
Marhatta chief afore-mentioned, having inftigated the Ghofleins
to attack Mr. Thomas in his camp, to encourage them, offered
as a reward for their fervices, the fum ofsten thoufand rupees.
Thefe particulars were communicated to Mr. Thomas by bis
own vakeel, then refident with Appa, Incenfed at the indignity
offered him by a conduét fo treacherous, he marched againft the
Ghofleins, whom he attacked and defeated with great lofs to
them, and to him[clf but trifling; After the encounter, they fled
towards Delhi, and not thinking themfelves fafe there, contipu.
ed toretreat until they had crofled the Jumna,
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On the retreat of the Ghoffeins, Mr, Thomas expoftulated with
Appa on the treachery of his conduét; He told him that the
late tranfa&tion was fo fhameful, that he could no longer re-
main in his fervice, Mr. Thomas particularly expatiated on the
treatment fuftained by a Mr. Taylor, whom-after unjuftly de-
priving of his command, Appa had confined in the fort of
Goalier, under the pretext of extorting money, till finding the
man was not either to be daunted by threats, or cajoled by
promifes, he had at length given him his liberty “Such (faid Mr.
Thomas with indignation) has been the fate of all who have
ferved you with the fidelity.”

Asa Mahratta is feldom at a lof§ for an excufe, Appa in
anfwer to thefe charges, replied, that his own inability to attend
to bulinefs, (being confined by illnefs) had occafioned thofe who
had undertaken to manage his concerns, to -a&t in a manner {o
unworthy ; that a dangerous diforder with which he had been
long afflifted was growing worfe every.day, and that he wifhed
much for a perfonal interview with Mr, Thomas before his
death; In this letter, Appakandarow, further urged, that the
perfon whom he intended for his fucceflor, being young and
inexperienced, he withed to avail himfelf of the benefit of Mr.
Thomas’s counfel, Appakandarow being from experience well
convinced no other perfon would be equally interefled with the

welfare of his family ; Finally, he affured Mr, Thomas, that om-
G



45 MEMOIRS OF [ ». 1795
the propoled interview he would not only clear himfelf from the
afperfions of treachery, but arrange every thing to their mutual

{atisfaltion and advantage.

“This intimation excited no {mall degree of furprife in Mr,
Thomas, but from paft experience he did not chufe to place
implicit reliance, in the declaration of the Mahratta chief; He
was thus reduced to a critical fituation, for as on the one hand, it
was difficult to refule the requeft of fo powerful a chief, fo on
the other, a laudable regard for his perfonal fafety, if treachery
were intended, induced him to decline the propofed vifit. From
this flate of uncertainty and fulpeuce, he was happily relieved,
by intelligence of a numerous body of Se1ks having madean ir-
ruption into the Dooab, and were at that time committing de-

predations, in the vicinity of Seharunpore, the capital of the

late Gholaum Cadir Khan,

The apprehenfion of all parties was confiderably augmented,
when it was known that on their firft onfct, they had cut to pieces
fome battalions of Mahratta troops, flationed for the defence of

that province,

Although Appakandarow had no particular conneftion with
Seharunpore, he thought that in common with other powers
he ought to exert himfelf to prevent further incurfions, efpe-
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cially as his own diftri&t would in all probability be thc next in..
vaded by thefe delperate marauders: He therefore directed
Mr. Thomas to march with his whole force, and with all pof.
fible expedition, giving the moft exprefs injun&ions to fight the
Seiks wherever he might come up with them in the Mahratta

territorics.

Agrecably to thefe inftruétions, Mr. Thomas loft no time in re-
pairing to Jvjur, from whence crofling the Jumna to the north.
ward of Delhi, he advanced rapidly towards the enemy. They
not being inclined for the conteft, thought proper to retreat,
croffed the river, and returned unmolefted to the Punjab. Mr.
Thomas in this place remarks, that whilfl in the fervice of Be-
gam Sumroo, he had encountered the Sciks on more than one
occafion, and had already given them « fumples of his method
of fighting,” and though their number at this time were not more
than five thoufunl men, they had not only defeated the Muh-
rattas, but compelled them to take fhelter in the fort of Jelalabad.

Luciwa commander of the Marhatta forces, hearing of the
difgrace fuftained by his troops, at Seharunpore, as likewife of
the fubfequent flight of the Seiks on Mr. Thomas'’s approach,
now requefted of Appa to permit this cnterprifing man to
raife a body of two thoufand mezn for the proteétion of the pro-

vince of Seharunpore, and other parts of the Mahratta pofleflions.
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To this: requeft Appa tho' with difficulty complied, and in
confequence the Purgunahs of Panniput, Soneput, and Karnaul’
were afligned to Mr. Thomas, for the payment of 2,000 infantry,_
200 cavalry and fixteen pieces of field artillery. Bappoo Scindia
was nominated to the government of Seharunpore, which with.

the country adjacent, at the period we are {peaking of yielded an.
annual revenue of ten lacks of rupees,

The fituation of the city of Panniput, and the celebrated ca.
nal in its neighbourhood, may perhaps juftify a digreflion in its.
favour, and curiofity will be gratified in the detail of its ancient.
and prefent fiate.

Panniput is a.city- of great antiquity and was inhabited:
by Mahometans in the reign of Makmoud of Ghuzna,
who during one of his incurfions into, Hindooftan, fettled
acolony at that place. In the time of the Emperor Shah
Jehan it was a populous city, and in the reign of Mahomed
Shah, was felefted by. that prince as his principal refidence. In
the year goo of the Hijira, or A. D. 1525 the Mogul Emperor
Mahomed Baber invaded Hindooftan: Ibrihim Lodi of the.
Patan dynalty, at that time f{at on the throne of Delhi,

He prepared to refift the invader, and aflembling his forces
condufted them towards the frontiers. The rival armies met on
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the plains of Panniput, and a general engagement enfued, in
which the forces of Ibrahim were totally defeated and himfelf
flain. The deceafed monarch was interred on the fpot, where
he fell, by the command of Baber, who diretted a tomb to be
ereied to his memory. This tomb is ftill to be {een, about three
miles to the north weft of the city. In commemoration of the
viftory, the Mogul prince dire€ted a magnificent mofque to be
built on the fpot, where his own tent was pitched, on the eaftern
fide of the city. Itis called Cabdl Baug.

This building which exhibits one of the firft {pecimens of
Mahomedan grandeur, among the Mogul race of princes, con.
fifts of a fpacious apartment of forty feet fquare, with others
adjoining. It is furmounted at top, by a magnificent dome,
with {ix and twenty others of fmaller dimenfions. Thele
arc attached to different apartments on each fide of the molque.
To the eye this building has a very -grand effet, but it is
dificult to defcribe. The edifice is furrounded by a high wall
of confiderable length, and within the enclofure are convenient
habitatrons for the attendants on the mofque. The wall is
{lanked with oftangular pavilions of red flone, and the en-

trance through the gateways are of the fame materials,

The plain of Panniput has likewife bcen celebrated in the
hiftory of modern times; it was on this plain that the famous

battle was fought in 1762 between Ahamed Shah, the Duranny,
H
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and the Mahrattas, The latter were commanded by Vifwas
Raou, a prince of thé Mahratta empire, who was {lain in the
conteft. The lofs of this aftion, wrefted from the Mahrattas
the fovereignty of Hindooftan, though the fupinenefs and effimi-

nacy of Ahamed Shah after his fuecefs, prevented his enjoying
the fruits of his vitory.*

The city of Panniput is fituated in 29 p. 22 M. of north
latitude., Its circumference may be about four miles. It was
formerly furrounded by a brick wall, which in many places
is ftill entire.—This wall and a mnoble caravanfera of ftone,
adjoining the Delbi gate, was built at the ‘expence of Nu-
waub Rofhun Al Dowlah, Grand Chamberlain of the houfe-
hold to Mahomed Shah., The remains of the Delhi gate are
fiill handfome: It is built of brick forty feet in height, arched
at the top and flanked with towers of red ftone, and is conneéted
by a rampart with the city wall. The exterior of this gateway is
encrufted with very fine chunam, and decorated with paintings

of flowers, in various patterns, executed in a flyle of peculiar
neatnefs and delicacy.

* The particulars of this battle have been too ably detailed by the pen of Colonel
Brown in a letter to the Afiatic Society, to require comments in this place. Itis here

faffizient to remark that no remains of the entrenched camp of the Marhattahs are now

to be fcen, the plain being perfefily level. Bot about a mile eaft of the city, two trees

wee: pointed out to us by the natives, as the place where the Bhow’s Tent was pitched
pievious to the battle,
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In the centre of the city, is the fhrine of a Mahomedan devo-
tee, by name Shah Shurfuddeen Boo Ali Culinhder, the Son of
Furruckuddeen Jrak:; Since his death which happened in the
#24th year of the Hijerah, this maufoleum has been repaired
feveral times. The tomb is fituated at the upper end of a
fpacious {quare, at the entranceto whichis a {creen of perfo-
rated {ftone work, beyond this, is the verandah or portico, the
roof of which is fupported by four pillars of Sungmuhuk, a
fpecies of black marble, the pillars are twelve feet in height
having pedeftals of porphyry. The ceiling of this portico is
decorated with paintings of fiowers on fine Chunam; along the
front of the veftibule, ona flab of white marble, are engraved
couplets in the Perfian language in black marble charafters—
‘Thefe verfes are in praife of the fanftity of the deceafed, and
by the operation of the arithmetical verfe called Apjun* give

the datc of his death in the 72 4th year of the Hijerah,

® The Arithinetical verfe called ABJUD confifts of the letters of the arabic alphabet joined

together fo as to form articulate foundsy but without amy meaning. Itruns thus

ofs * (e ) & I3 K : .
é.’ ks - )Va.nﬁ.-ﬂu.l -L?Jn )5:’
which may be given as follows in Roman charafter.
Abjud, Huwwuz, buttce, Cullamun ; Saw‘uz, kurflul fubkhag, Zuzzug,
Each of thefe letters having a numerical property from one, to one thoufand, by this

operation the dates of infcriptions arc difcivered, See Richardfon’s Diltionary asticlc

2| Abjud,
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Within the dome is the grave of Boo Ali Culinder, it is fix
feet by three, of white marble, and is covered by.a pall of
rich brocade. The wholeis furrounded by a lattice work of
wood. Above is a covering of green filk fupported by four
pillars of wood, encrufted with mother of pearl.

The revenues of this tomb were formerly confiderable, but
moft of them, during the troubles which have fubfifted in the
upper provinces, have long fince been confilcated. However,
ftill there are from four to five hundred perfons attendant on the
fhrine.—Thefe fubfift on the contributions of the charitable.

The city though now much decayed, and the population re-
duced, formerly contained many good houfes. The bazars,
of which there are two, are of confiderable length, but narrow ;
they contain about three hundred fhops tolerably well furnifhed.
The trade of this place confills in imports of falt, grain of all
kinds, and cotton cloths, they export coarfe fugar.

In the flourifhing times of the empire, Panniput fituated in the
high road to Lahore, Cabul and Perfia, was the emporium of the
caravans from the north, and the feat of an extenfive commerce.
But the ravages occafioned by the diftraéted flate of the empire,
for more than half a century have not only caufed a fad reverfe,
but almoft annihilated its commercial.relations with other coun.
tries.
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CANAL OF ALT MERDAN KHAN,

In the reign of Shah Jehan, Ali Merdan Khan, a nobleman
of the court of Peifin, who had revolted from Shak Abafs, entered
into the fervice of the Mogul prince, having previoufly de-
livered up the important fortrefs of Candahar, of which he was

govcernor.,

This nobleman being aman of a pubiic [pirit and a pattern of
mrficence, dugathis own expence a canal from the vicinity of
the city of Panniput, near the head of the Doo-ab, which exten-
dod tothr fuburbs of Dok, It (:ompr\::}:sndcd a trat of nincty
miles i the extent, by which means the villages in the neigh-
Lo loo L an b evory where within its influinee, received a moft

furprizt g bouefit in the cultivation of their Tands,

This noble Cial® runs in a dire@ion from nnrth to fouth, and
15 i gencral about ton miles diftant from the Jumna, until it jomns
that river ninz miles below the city of new Dolhi, From this

g -
T

canal -hil¢ it exilted, a revenue was produced to the royal treafus
ry of fourteen lacks of rupees per annum. At prefent it is out
of repair, dried up, and in many places almoft deftroyed ; and in |
the hands of the Mahrattalss, its prefent pofleflors, the cultivation

of the adjacent country {rarcely yields a lack of rupees,

It is culled by the nalives NEHUR BEHFISHT or ¢ cana! of faradiye”
Ekl 2
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CHAPTER 1V

Refloration to her authorily of the Becux SoMRrooO—account
of SirRpANNAu—death and charaler of AppAKAN-
pAROW—caplure of SamrLi—Mr. Tuonmas marches 2

PannNirurT,

RESUMING our narrative after the forezoing digreflion, it
is neceflary to remark, that about this time, Begum Somroo,
whofe depofition from authority, we have bcfore noticed, fi'l
rcmained a prifoner at Sirdhannah.  Ina manner the moll abjelt
and defponding, fhe addrefled Mr. Thomas, fhe flated her
apprehenfions of being poifoned, or otherwife put to death;
affirmed that her only dependance was on him, implored hin
to come to her afliftance, and, finally, offcred to pay any fura
of money the Mahrattas fhould require, on condition they would

reinftate her in her Jaghire,

On receipt of thele letters, Mr. Thomas by an offer of
120,000 rupees prevailed on Bappoo Scindia to make a moves
ment towards Sirdhannah. Convinced from his former experi.
ence, that unlefs he could gain over a part of the troops under
Zaffer Yab Khan to the Begum’s intereft, not only his exertions.
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would be fruitlefs, but that fhe herfelf would be expoled ta the
greateft perfonal danger, He therefore fet on foot a negotiation
for this purpofe, inwhich having fucceeded, he marched and
encampel] with his whole force at the village of Kathoolee
eight cofs to the north eaft of Sirdhannah, Here Mr, Thomas
publickly gave out, that unlefs the Begum was reinftated in her
authority, thofe who refifted muft expeét no mercy, and to give
adduional weight to this declaration, he apprized them, that

he was alling undcr the orders of the Mahratta chicefs,

This intimation was at firlt attended with defired effcét. Part
of the troops belonging to the garrifon inftantly mutinicd, con-
fined Zafler Yab Khan, and declared for the Begum., Mr.
Thomas however who well knew that no rcliance could De
placed on the capricious temper of troops accuflomed to fre-
quent mutinics, loft no time 11 advancing to Sirdhannah, but
beforc he reached that place, a counter revolution had alrcady

proc{aimed the refloration of Sumroo’s Son.

LElcorted by only ro horfe of approved fidelity, Mr. Thomas
entcred the cantonments, having at the time he fet out direfted
400 of lus infantry to follow him with all poflible expedition ;
the arrival of the latter force was particularly fortunate, as
Zaffer Yab Khanon Mr. Thomas’s firft appearance, perceiving
him {lightly attended, thought he had now got him into his
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power, and infiruéted his foldiers to threaten him with inftant
death, but at that moment the reinforcement abovementioned
arriving, and the mutineers thinking the whole Mahratta force
was at hand, notonly gave over their defign, butnow became as

fubmiflive, as they had belore been infolent,

Abandoning the caufle of Somroo’s fon, they endeavoured
through the Begum’s mediation, to deprecate the refentment of
the Mahratta commanders, to this, the Begum having confented,
an oath of fidelity was adminiftered to the troops, and fhe was

finally reinftated in the full authority of her Jaghire.

Somroo’s fon, after being plundered of his eff«cls, was recon-
duéted a priloner to Delhi.  Part of the fum ftipulated was now
paid to Bappoo Scindia, and the remainder promifed. An
interview took place between the Begum and the Mahratta
chiefs, when every thing being amicably adjufied, the army

quitting Sirdhannah repaired to their refpeélive deflinations,

The rcftoration of the Begum to her authority, affords us

an opportunity of giving a detailed account of her Jaghire.

Sirdhannzh, the refidence of Begum Somroo, is the capital
of afmall principality, fituated in the centre of the Dooab, in

latitude 29, 1onorth, and about thirty-five cofles diftant from
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Delhi, This Jaghire was from early times rich anfl fruitful,
it was firft peopled by a Hindoo Rajah nified” Sirkhut. When
the famous Mahmood of Ghuzna invaded Hindooftan, he fet.
tled a colony of muffulmans in this diftri@, and'diftributed lands
to them in feveral parts of the country. When the pofterity of
Timoor became firmly feated on the throne of India, Sirdhar.
nah was firft attached to the province of Sehaurunpore, fituated
at the head of the Dooab and at the foot of the mountains cal-
led Scwalick. In the reign of Mahmood Shah it was affighed
as a Jaghire to the famous Kummur uddeen Khan, and fubfe.

quent to that period it was held by an omrah named Yacoob Al
Khan of the courtof Alumgeer the od.

On the death of that monarch, the province of Sehaurune
pore was poffefled by the Nawaub Nujuff Khan, prime mi.
nifler to the prefent king, and he allotted Sirdhannah and its
dependancy to ;Somroo, a German, who had been in the fer.
vice of Coflim Ali Khan, the depoled {ubah of Bengal. This
man is well known to the Engiiili by the fhare he bore in the
dreadful cataftrophy of Patna; or the death of Somroo which
happened in the year 1776, Nujuff Khan delivered over the
pergunnah to his widow the prefent Begum, on condition of her
keeping up a force of three battalions of infantry for the pro-
te€tion of the province,

When Nujuff Khan died, the Begum fill kept poffeffion of
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her jaghire, from which time until the period we are fpeaking:
of, her fituation has been fully detailed in recent publications.*®

The habitation of Begum Somroo is in a large and {pacious.
inclofure, equal in many refpefts to a fortified town. The
Houle is well built and handfomely furnifhed, partly after the
European and partly after the Hindooftany ftyle, thefe blended.
together have a fingular, though not upon the whole an un-
pleafing appearance. IHofpitable in her manner, the Begum’s.
table is furnilhed with every thing the country can afford,

European articles of all kinds are procurcd from Calcutta,

It has been the conftant and invariable ufage of this lady, to
exatt from her fubjefts and fervants the moft rigid attention to
the cuftoms of Hindooflan. She is never fcen out of doors,
or in her public durbar unveiled.

Her ofhicers and others, who have bufinefs with her, pre-
fent themfelves oppolfite the place where fhe fits; the front of
her apartments s furnifhed with Clicgues or India fcreens, thefe
being let down from the roof; In this manner fhe gives au-
dience, and tranfatts bufinels of all kinds. She frequently ad-
mits to her table the higher ranks of her Europcan officers, but

never admits the natives to come within the inclofure, Oir

Confult the IIiftory of Shah Aulum,
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dinner being announced, twenty or thirty of her female- atten.
dants moft of them chriftians, repairing to the outer door, there
receive the difhes and place them upon table, they wait on the
company during the repaft, which is always plentiful and well

{erved.*

The Begum bceing thus reftored to her authority, Mr, Tho-
mas next reccived orders to proceed to Samli, and punifh the
commandant of that place for his condu€ in encouraging the
Seiks in their intended incurfions into thc Dooab, and having

communicated to them the defencelefs {tate of the upper provinces,

After a fatigning ard difficult march of 30 cols in onc day,

Mr. Tlomas arrived before Samli.t An aftion took place, in

* Begum Somroo is about fortv.five years of age, fmall in fature, but inchined to be plump,
Her complexion is very fair, her eyes black, large and animated. Her drefs perfedly Iin-
douftany and of the moit coftly matera's,  She fpeaks the Perfian and Hindooflany linguages

with fluency, and in her converfation is ergaging, fcafible and fpirited.

+ Saml - alarge town fituated near the head of the Dooab in the province of Sehaurunpnre,
Itis two miwes in circumference, and centstus many handfome houfes both of brick aud ftone,
The ftreets inter(c€t each other at right argles, and have feparte gates at their entrance., which
at night are fhut for the ficurity of the inhabitants, At Sumli is a large bazar and a mint.
where monty ufed formerly to be coined. But the trade of this pluce, i’ke many othersin the
Dooab is now much on the decline, and with the exception of a fiw coarfc cloths the masu-
fattures are at a Rand, In its prefent ftate the villiges attach.d to the peigunnah of Samliy
yicld a revenue of about 50,000 rupees, though in the flovrithing times of the empiic it was

far ‘moic confiderable,
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which the commandant afeer a moft gallant refiftance was de-
feated and compelled to retreat into the town, Mr, Thomas
perceiving the neceflity of bringing this affeir to a fpeedy
conclufion, in the evening of the fame day gave orders for an
affault and carried the place by ftorm. The commandant,
his fon, and moft of his adherents were cut to pieces,

Having arranged the affairs of Samli, and appointed a Civil
‘Governor on the part of the Marhattahs, Mr. Thomas repaired
to the camp of Bappoo Scindia with whom, by order of Appa.
kandarow, he now aftedin concert,

Bappoo Scindia when joined by Mr, Thomas was employed in
the redution of Lucnowty, a place of confiderable ftrength. A
prafticable breach being effeéled, preparations were made for
florming, when, the commandant, feeing he was likely to be
unfuccefsful in defending the fort,to fave a further effufion of
blood, came privately to Mr. Thomas’s tent, and there made
terms for the delivery of the place, which, on the enfuing morn.

ing were performed with punttuality,

A circumftance now arofe which had confiderable effe&, not
only with regard to the immediate fituation of Mr. Thomas's
affairs, but in changing the future fortune of his eventful life.

Two days previous to the rcduflion of Samli, he received
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a letter from Appakandarow, in which that chief informed Mr,
Thomas that from continued illnefs his pains were augmented to
a degree, which had now become intolerable, and no hopes
appearing of recovery from the cruel diftemper under which he
laboured, he had determined to put a period to his mifery by a
voluntary death! For this purpofe he was on his way to the
Ganges, but requefted of Mr. Thomas to come and fee him

once more before the {cene was clofed for ever.

On receipt of this intelligence Mr, Thomas fet out im-
mediately to meet, and if poflible, afford confolation to his
defponding chief; but he had not advanced far, when the melan-
choly intelligence reached him of Appakandarow’s haviig

voluntarily drowned himf{eclf in the river Jumna,

Such was the end of Appakandarow, a chief intrepid and en.
prizing, who amid the tranfattions of later times, and the
various revolutions of Mahratta politics in Hindooftan, had

borne an aftive and diftinguifhed part.

The death of Appawas on feveral accounts unfavorable to
Mr. Thomas’s interefts; Vavon Row his nephew and {ucceflor
was a youth vain and inexperienced, and better adapted to the
life of an accomptant, than that of a general,

Inftigated by the fuggeftions of perfons who furrounded him,
i1z
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the incautions youth was perfuaded to demand reftitution from
Mr. Thomas of the diftrits which had been given him by his
uncle, as an honorable reward for the fervices he had performed.
Agrecably to this refolution, he had the weaknefs to order his

troops to take pofleflion of the diftri€ts in queftion,

Mr. Thomas indignantat a conduét he fo little merited, pe.
remptorily refufcd compliance with the order. He reprefented
to that chief, by letter, the impropriety of his prefent proceed-
ing; deciared ‘his firm relolution to maintain pofleflion of the
diftrifts ; pointed out to him the fatal effeéls that muft neceffa-
rily arife to both parties if the quarrel were purfued further, and
finally, for the fake of peace, and to prevent future difagreements,
acquainted Vavon Row that he was willing to pay a fum of

moncy if left in quiet ’poﬂ"eﬂion,

Thefe remonftrances, however founded on reafon or juflice,
were of noavail; Vavon Row would liften to no terms but the
implicit ceflion of the whole. The matter could therefore only

be decided by an appeal to the fword,

On Mr. Thomas’s arrival at Hoflellee a large village forming
part of his pofleflions, he perceived it in the hands of the enemy,

and Vavon Row prepared to defend it encamped under the
walls of the fort,
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Unwilling to pufh matters to an extremity, if by any means it
could be avoided, Mr. Thomas drew off his force to a {mall
diftance, and gave particular orders to his own people, to forbear
all afts of hollility cn their part. This mode of conduét was
cf noavail, for the troops of Vavon Row coming daily from their
own camp, infulted and fired upon Mr. Thomas’s men, by which

{everal of them were feverely wounded.

The enemy reinforced by a large body of the peafantry, and
hecaded by the Zemindars of their refpeétive villages, were now
breome fo formidable, that Mr. Thomas refolved to bring the
bufinefs to an iffue. Ile accordingly attacked them. The
affair was quickly decided, the enemy fled in all direfions, and
the greater part having taken fhelter in the fort of Kuffollee,
were followed by Mr, Thomas, who immediately commenced
the ficge of that place.  Ilaving crefled batteries he ordered the
grates for heating fhot to be got in readinefs, which being done,
he fued fo fuccefsfully with red hot fhot, that he quickly com-

pelled them to furrcnder at difcretion,

It was now agreed that an interview betwixt Mr. Thomas and
Vavon Row fhould take place at Kanond," whither the former
had marched for that purpofe. On his arrival however, Vavon
Row, pretending to be fearful of treachery rcfufed to come out
.of the fort, and Mr, Thomas for fimilar reafons was unwilling to
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enterit, The negotiations were therefore broken off, and Mr.
Thomas continuing to confider this Mahratta chief as an enemy,
led his troops toward the frontiers.

This meafure was rendered more neceflary, and his attention

called to the defence of his northern pergunnahs, which had re-
cently been invaded by the SEICKS.

But the mention of this remarkable people leading us afide
for awhile from the ordinary courfe of our narrative, invites a
detail of the prefent ftate of the Punjaub, or country, fituated:
between the Indus and the Sutledge.
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CHAPTER V.

Geographical defcription of the PuNjaB,—of the SE1Ks, their

manners, cuftoms, forcesand refources,

THE extenfive and fertile country, delcribed by Arrian and
other antient Hiftorians, as comprehended within the five great
rivers, the Hydafpes, the Hydraotes, the Acefines, the Hyphafis
and the Sutledge, is, by modern geographers, denominated

Punjab,

On the north it is bounded by the mountains inhabited by the
tribe called Yoofif Zey; on the eaft by the mountains of Naun,
Serinnaghur and Jumbo; onthe weft by the river Sind or Attock;*
and on the fouth by the diftri€ts of Panniput, and the province of
Harrianah. It is 250 cofles from north to fouth, and nearly 100
from eaft to weft. Notwithftanding the fate of warfare in which
the chiefs of Punjab are conftantly involved, the country is ina
fate of high cultivation; and though the populationbe great, grain

This river above the city of Attockis called by the Natives 4BA SKEN,
K
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is cheaper than in any other partof India, This advantage, ina
great meafure, is derived from the numerous rivers, by which it
is watered. Advancing fromthe fouth, a traveller meets, in rapid
fucceflion, the Serfooty, the Cugger, the Chowah and the Sut-

ledge.

“The Serfooty after pafling thetowns of Mooftifabad, Sha-
habad and Tehnaffer, and overflowing the country on each
of its banks, jeins itfelf to the Cugger to the north-weft of

Kaythul,

The Cugger, onthe contrary, after pafling the towns of Bun~
noor, Seyfabad, Puttialah, Jowhana and Jomalpore, enters the
country of the Batties at the town of Arwah, formerly the
capital of thedifiri&. The Chowabh, in like manner, after pafs-
ing through an extenfive tratt of country which it fertilizes and
enriches, is finally loft in the fands of Sonaum,

The Punjab yields to no part of India; ‘in fertility of foil, it
produces in the greateft abundance fugar cane, wheat, barley,
rice, pulfe of all forts, tobacco and various fruits, and it isalfo
well fupplied with cattle. The principal manufaftures of this
country are {words, match-locks, cotton cloths, and filks both

coarfe and fine,
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This nation, if united, could bring into the field from fifty to
fixty thoufand cavalry, but it is Mr. Thomas’s opinion, that they
will never unite, or be fo formidable to their neighbours as they
have heretofore been. Internal commotions and civil firife,
have of iate years gencrated a fpirit of revenge, and dik
union among the chiefs, which it will take a long time to over-

come,

The number of cavalry, which it is fuppoled, this nation
was able to aflemble, has been confiderably over-rated, in
confequence of a cuftom, which formerly obtained among the
Seiks, of forming an aflociation of their forces, under a particu-
lar chief. From this affociation of their forces, they had the
general intercits of the community in view, To thofe who
were ignorant of the fecret caufes of the aflociation, this junc-
tion of forces, was frequently miftaken for the army of an in-
.dividual; and this error, was perhaps increafed by the natural
partiality of the Seiks themfelves, to magnify the force, and
enhance the charafter 6f their own nation,

Ithas been remarked, that the Seiks are able to colle&® from
50 to 6o thoufand horfe; but to render this number effe@ive,
thofe who do not take the field, or who remain at home to guard
their poffeflions, muft be included,
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Efmating the force of the different diftrifts the aggregate:
will be feen in the fubjoined Schedule,* .

By this ftatement it will appear that the entire force of this na-
tion (exclufive of the diftri&t held by Zemaun Shah, eaftward of
the Attock ) can amount to no more than 64,000 men, and
of thefe two thirds might probably take the field, were a chief
of experience and enterprize to appear amongft them: but this
in Mr. Thomas’s opinion is highly improbable, The chief
of moft confequence at prefentis Runjeet Sing. He, having
pofleflion of Lahore, which may be termed the capital of the
Punjab, has acquired a decided afcendancy over the other chiefs,
though he be frequently in.a ftate of warfare with his neighbours,

CavarLrys:

® The difri€ts fouth of the Sutledge, - - - - . 1§,000-
‘The Dooab, or country between the Sutledge and Beyah,. - - 8,000
Betwsen the Beyah and Rowee, - ’ . - - 11,000
Force of Bugheel Sing, chief of Pattialah, . - - . 12,000
The countrics above Lahore, the inhabitants of which are chicfly ander the

influence of Runject Sing, - - - . 11,000.
To which may be added the force of Nizamuddeen Khan, - - - 5.000
Roy Elias, - - - - = . -« 1,300

Other Patan chich, in pay of the Seiks, 4 s -

800
L )

Grand Total 64,000

Cm———.

Thefe diftrits are computed to reach from Sirhind to the banks of thas 1iver.
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who inhabit that part of the country fituated between the Bevoh
and the Rawee. This chief is deemed by the natives as the
moft powerful among them, He poffefles 1000 horfe which are

his own property.

The repeated invafion of the Punjab by {mall armies of late
years, affords a convincing proof that the national force of the
Seiks cannot be fo formidable as has been reprefented. Several in-
ftances occur in fupport of this affertion. Not many years fince Da-
ra Row Scindia invaded it at the head of 10,000 men, though not
more than 6ooo of that number deferved the name of troops,
the remainder being a defpicable rabble. Tho’ joined on his
march by two chiefs Buggeel S